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POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE – 2 FEBRUARY 2021
_______________________________________________________________________


	
	
	

	
	Policy & Resources Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	Tuesday 2 February 2021 at 3.00pm
	

	
	
	

	
	Present: Councillors Ahlfeld, Clocherty, Crowther, Curley, McCabe, Dorrian (for McCormick), McVey, Provost Brennan (for Moran), Rebecchi, Robertson and Wilson.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair: Councillor McCabe presided.
	

	
	
	

	
	In attendance: Chief Executive, Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development, Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources, Ms S McAlees (for Corporate Director (Chief Officer), Inverclyde Health & Social Care Partnership), Head of Legal & Property Services, Ms S Lang and Ms D Sweeney (Legal & Property Services), Chief Financial Officer, Head of Organisational Development, Policy & Communications, Head of Regeneration, Planning & Public Protection, Interim Head of Service, Public Protection & Covid Recovery, ICT Services Manager, and Service Manager, Communications, Tourism & Health & Safety.
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting was held by video-conference.
	

	
	
	

	
	The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt with under the powers delegated to the Committee.
	

	
	
	

	47
	Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest
	47

	
	
	

	
	Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillor McCormick, with Councillor Dorrian substituting, and Councillor Moran, with Provost Brennan substituting.  Councillor Clocherty declared an interest in Agenda Item 3 (Finance Update).
	

	
	
	

	48
	COVID-19 Update
	48

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Environment, Regeneration & Resources providing an update on actions taken to mitigate the risks around the COVID-19 outbreak.
	

	
	During the course of discussion on this item, the Interim Head of Service, Public Protection & Covid Recovery advised the Committee that Port Glasgow Town Hall would be used as an additional centre for primary mass vaccinations from 8 February 2021.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the actions taken to date to mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 outbreak in Inverclyde, as detailed in the report, be noted;
	

	
	(2) that the use of Port Glasgow Town Hall as an additional primary mass vaccination centre from 8 February 2021 be noted;
	

	
	(3) that a COVID update report be submitted to the meeting of the Inverclyde Council on 18 February 2021 and that the report include information on (a) the position in respect of the possible live streaming of funerals at Greenock Crematorium, (b) liaison with Peel Ports on the potential schedule of cruise ships visit to Inverclyde and (c) information in relation to the preparations for the Scottish Parliamentary elections on Thursday 6 May 2021, including discussions at a national level; and
	

	
	(4) that statistical information in relation to advisory and enforcement visits to businesses by Environmental Health & Trading Standards be included in the weekly data update.
	

	
	
	

	49
	Finance Update
	49

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Chief Financial Officer (1) providing an update on a range of financial matters and (2) seeking decisions as appropriate
	

	
	Councillor Clocherty declared a non-financial interest in this item as a member of the Board of Inverclyde Leisure.  He also formed the view that the nature of his interest and of the item of business did not preclude his continued presence at the meeting or his participation in the decision-making process.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the projected underspends in the Policy & Resources Committee budget and 2020/21 General Fund budget as at 30 November 2020 be noted; 
	

	
	(2) that it be agreed that the estimated increase in funding for Inverclyde Leisure of £2.3m for the period 2020/23 be met from the COVID reserve as indicated in Appendix 3 to the report;
	

	
	(3) that it be agreed that any decisions on the use of Free Reserves be taken at the proposed March budget meeting of the Council once the 2021/22 budget position becomes clearer;
	

	
	(4) that the latest information regarding the 2021/23 budget and the timing of the local Government draft budget announcement as set out in the report and updated verbally by the Chief Financial Officer be noted and that, with the agreement of the Provost, arrangements be made to hold a special meeting of Inverclyde Council on 18 March for the purpose of approving the 2021/23 Revenue Budget and 2021/24 Capital Programme; and
	

	
	(5) (a) that Local Furlough Scheme funding be allocated to the Local Discretionary Business Support Scheme to assist the flexibility of Officer intervention for business need through the Council approved policy and that if any changes are required to the eligibility criteria, these be reported to the Committee; and (b) that any surplus sums thereafter be allocated to the 2020/21 Anti-Poverty Funding, with any use of the Anti-Poverty Funding being reported to the May meeting of the Committee.
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